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Louis Romanos

Educational proposal 1 

(for students with musical backgrounds)

Time

Approximately 60-90 minutes 

Objectives
1. Participants will participate in, observe, listen to, and discuss instances of group improvisation in several genres and instrument/voice combinations

Meets MENC national standards:


1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 

music.


3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

Materials
P. A. system, sound recordings, white or chalk board with staff lines

Activities

The musicians will begin with a performance of “Far Away”, by Louis Romanos, that features a section of group improvisation. 


The presenter will then describe the process(s)  (i.e. thematic development, call and response, fugal playing, quoting, imitation, etc…)that jazz musicians, and this band in particular, uses to structure group improvisations. This will include listening to several short examples of group improvisations from the history of jazz (i.e. Struttin’ With Some Bar-B-Q, Louis Armstrong, Jimmy Giufree 3 (1956), Ornette Coleman, The Shape of Jazz to Come (1959). Comparisons and contrasts will be drawn from the recorded and live examples.


The audience will be asked to provide a musical theme for the band to use as jumping off point for a group improvisation. The band will then perform a short group improvisation based on the given musical theme. This process will be repeated if the audience seems to want to continue.


A few audience members at a time (instrumentalists and/or singers)will then be asked to participate in a larger group improvisation involving members of the band. A musical theme will be given as a starting point for this improvisation. Eventually, the band members will drop out leaving only the audience members improvising together. 
Assessment

Participants will be observed while participating in the small and large group improvisations. The presenters will assess the efficacy of the lesson by how well the participants demonstrate usage of the process of group improvisation that were presented (i.e. thematic development, call and response, fugal playing, quoting, imitation, etc…).
